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    North American Rock Garden Society 

Berkshire Chapter        March 2010 
 
 

Next Meeting   

Saturday, April 3  at 10:30 AM 

 

Berkshire Botanical Garden Exhibit Hall  

BBG is located 2 miles west of Stockbridge 

MA at the junction of Routes 102 & 183 

 

AM & PM  

 

John Lonsdale 
AM : Cyclamen - Cultivation &  

Propagation 

 

 
 

PM: Androsace, Dionysia and Primula ï 

Cultivation & Propagation 

 
Lunch ---BYO 

We welcome dessert contributions. Lunch will 

be followed by Show and Tell, a plant sale and 

an auction. 
 

John Lonsdale moved to Pennsylvania from 

England in 1996 and began to create Edgewood 

Gardens, now a home to thousands of hardy 

woodland, prairie and bulbous plants. His 
spectacular website can be perused at: 

www.edgewoodgardens.net 

Editorôs Notes: 
 

ach year, towards the end of 

February, I start counting the days 

until my garden starts to revive from 

its winter slumber.  I know where the first 

signs of life are likely to occur, and I haunt 

these disparate corners of the garden 

watching for some indication of life. The 

deciduous plants are the ones that worry me 

the most, because there really is no way to 

know if they survived the winter until they 

decide to tell me. So when the first 

snowdrops broke through, around March 5
th
, 

I was delighted. They slowly expanded until 

about 25 or so had bloomed by the 12
th
, 

creating a lovely white corner on the east 

end of the driveway.  The crocuses started 

coming in about the same time, and as of 

this writing, March 24
th
, there are over a 

hundred blooming, a mix of Crocus 

tommasinianus and some Home Depot 

hybrids, bringing out the few solitary bees 

that are active in 50-degree temperatures.  

Near the snowdrops, along a stone path into 

the upper portion of the east garden, I have 

about three dozen miniature daffodils, 

purchased 15 years ago from Nancy Wilson.  

They come back every year and have 

increased quite nicely from the 6 I originally 

planted out. 

 

In the western section, about 40 yards from 

the house, a lone Draba polytricha is in 

bloom, a foot or so from a beautiful two-

foot-wide Aethionema oppositifolia in full 

bloom ï a sight to behold at this early date.  

Last year I got about 10 blooms, while this 

year I have over two hundred. There is no 

E 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crocus_tommasinianus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crocus_tommasinianus
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accounting for this, other than the difference 

in the snow cover! The only other plants in 

bloom are a dozen or so Thlaspi 

rotundifolium, which seeded around last 

year, and my Adonis amurensis sited next to 

my barn, facing south and at the top of a 

small slope. One bloom, but it is beautiful! 

 
Thlaspi rotundifolium 

 

As the days get longer and the sun higher, 

all of us will have increasing difficulty 

separating ourselves from the garden to 

address other areas of our lives.  If the April 

meeting day is warm and sunny, I imagine 

weôll lose a few members to the draw of 

their gardens, and many of us who show up 

in West Stockbridge will be more than a 

little conflicted about our decision to forgo 

the garden for the garden meeting.  But it 

will be a good one, and we will have an 

opportunity to 

bring home 

some plants as 

well, as John 

Lonsdale is 

bringing 

along some of 

his treasures 

for us to buy.  He will discuss the cultivation 

and propagation of Cyclamen in the 

morning, and the cultivation and 

propagation of Androsace, Dionysia and 

Primula in the afternoon session.  

 

I expect a small plant sale and, as always, a 

few auction items. This past weekend, at the 

Winter Study Weekend, Harvey Wrightman 

let me steal away a spectacular piece of tufa, 

well planted and filled with nooks and 

crannies for a few dozen small gems to be 

added. The best and fairest way to handle 

this special item is a drawing, and Iôm 

planning on selling 35 tickets at $10 each. 

Harvey gets $275, still WAY below the real 

retail price, and the Chapter keeps the rest. 

 

See you all on April 3
rd
.                 

 

 

Stonecrop Sale 

 
Harvey Wrightman  

 

 

 
 

 

Karen Perkins operates Garden Visions, the 

nursery that propagates and sells Darrell 

Probstôs collections of Epimedium species 

and the hybrids he has created. His lecture 

on searching in China was most enthralling; 

and, having many of the plants available on 

the Karenôs sales table added more to the 

obvious interest of the audience. To our 

great delight, Karen has agreed to attend and 

setup a sales table for the Stonecrop Sale on 

April 24. She will have wide selection of 

offerings, all beautifully and orderly set out 

with color photos. If your interest goes 

beyond the rock garden, then this selection 

of Epimediums will entice you with the wide 

variation there is in leaf form and color. The 

flowers too have their delicate appeal , 

colors  ranging from white, through yellow, 
orange, and shades of purple. From the 

EWSW I brought home some smaller 

species including a form of E. platypetalum 

that barley exceeds 5cm in height. ï I can 

see it as a mat in a trough for a shadier 

setting ï perhaps with Haberlea and 
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Ramonda.  Like the other vendors at this 

sale, the grower is the seller and the stock is 

garden-evaluated. 

 

Don Dembowski - Shade plants: Don was 

also at the EWSW, and he will return to the 

Stonecrop Sale with a good selection of 

mostly shade plants. Again, he will bring 

double-flowering Trillium grandiflorum, 

which will sell quickly in the initial frenzy. 

Also, he will have a selection of shade 

tolerant plants ï Arisaema spp., several 

varieties of Anemonella, Tricyrtis spp. 

Primula seiboldii selections and some 

interesting forms of Primula kisoana. Also: 

Magnolia x óArrowhead Sueô (pink flowers 

and reblooms in summer), Stewartia 

malacodendron, Heleborus thibetanus, 

Paeonia obovata óalbaô, Gold-laced 

Primrose, Primula x ócherry pinwheelô, Ir is 

lacustris, I. gracilipes and I. verna; Tricyrtis 

nana and T. ólightening strikeô (wild 

variegation) and Podophylum pleianthum. 

Iris lacustris 

 

Cyclamen: A Stonecrop member, Bill 

Perron, will be selling 10 different species of 

yearling Cyclamen spp. including several 

subspecies and varieties, the majority of 

which are hardy in our local (zone 6) area. 

There will also be 2 and 3 year old 

flowering C. hederifolium, C. coum, C. 

cilicium,C.  purpurascens (all hardy) and C. 

persicum.  C. coum and C. hederifolium will 

be available singly as well as in 6-packs and 

flats for those who want to plant a large 

grouping of plants in a shady area. Bill  will 

also be offering a variety of yearling 

Arisaema spp. and Helleborus x hybridus 

from Pine Knot strains. 

 

 An exciting addition is a small evergreen 

flowering shrub, Hebe pinguifolia 

'sutherlandii' from New Zealand that has  

Hebe pinguifolia 'sutherlandii' 

 

thrived in his local garden in several spots 

for years. Great for a rock garden or border, 

10 of these will be offered for the first time 

this year. 

 

Evermay Nursery: Richard May 

specializes in primulacaea, both species and 

hybrids- all hardy for northern New England 

gardens. Last year I remember seeing some 

beautiful pots of Dodecatheon dentatum, a 

diminutive white flowering shooting star. 

This year Dicentra peregrina is listed on the 

website. There is also a wide offering of 

rock garden plants and woodland perennials.  

The web address is:   

www.evermaynursery.com  

 

Stonecrop Gardens: It seems that the plant 

benches at Stonecrop always have 

something new. Last year I came back with 

some Primula marginata selections to add to 

our stock. In the garden walls there are huge 

mats of Gypsophila aretiodes f. caucasica 

http://www.evermaynursery.com/
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that Frank Cabot brought from England 

some 30 years ago. Absolutely hardy to 

winter and summer, it clings to the earth like 

moss on a rock. On the benches you can buy 

a pot of the same wonderful plant. Thatôs the 

great thing about Stonecrop ï the nursery 

and the garden are right there and you can 

view plats in a garden setting. See 

www.stonecrop.org  for more details. 

 

Wrightman Alpines Nursery : The most 

exciting thing for me is the plant material we 

are raising from seed collections of several 

experienced Czech collectors. The wealth of 

new material could be a catalogue of its own 

ï and so much of it is proving to be very 

growable. Most intriguing are the gentians, 

especially the fabled autumn blooming 

species. Older collections always seem to be 

more delicate and not tolerant of limestone 

soils; so, it was with some trepidation that I 

 
Gentiana .lawrencei- photo by Josef Halda 

 

bought those first few packets. Results have 

been gratifying, with even those sought after 

large trumpet types, Gentiana spp. farreri, 

Gentiana .lawrencei, Gentiana sino-ornata, 

G. veitchiorum, G. georgei. All are  showing  

good growth with no fussiness. Go to 

www.pavelkaalpines.cz and click on ñChina 

2008ò for photos of the various species. 

Take a good look at the shots that show the 

conditions they are growing in ï often in 

pastures with short grasses and forbs.  We 

will have a selection of the new species at 

the stonecrop sale.  Our web address is:  

www.wrightmanalpines.com  

 

At this sale, the growers are the vendors, and 

the plants are garden-tested by them. You 

get honest assessments and personalized  

Gentiana georgei- photo by Josef Halda 
 

advice. Mark April 24 on your calendar and 

plan a day around this terrific event. There 

will be a food and beverage vendor onsite 

too. It all starts at 10:00AM. 
 

 

First Timer's Comments: 

2010 NARGS Eastern 

Winter Study Weekend 
 

A few keywords describe my first Winter 

Study Weekend. 

 

Rocks - Gordon Hayward tailored his talk to 

the rock gardening audience suggesting we 

consider the contributions of the rocks 

themselves adding permanence, structure, 

texture, a sense of place and a contrasting 

foil to the plants.  When we walk the 

perimeters of our gardens, Gordon Hayward 

asks "What is the way into our gardens?" 

Ponder that! 

 

 

 

http://www.stonecrop.org/
http://www.pavelkaalpines.cz/
http://www.wrightmanalpines.com/
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Little pots - Jan Sacks and Marty Schafer's 

enthusiasm for iris compelled me to 

purchase 3 little pots of MDB's (miniature 

dwarf bearded iris).  That combination of 

learning, enthusiasm and opportunity to buy 

from vendors is a great part of the weekend. 

The vendors lined the far wall of the 

solarium and were open for sales until 10:30 

PM each night.  Indulge in plants! 

 

Spiral bound booklet - The Rock Gardens 

of the Future program booklet is a 

combination of schedule souvenir and 

information pamphlet.  Lauren Springer 

Ogden and Scott Ogden's slide show list is a 

thoughtful, detailed description of the points 

of their talk.  With the notes I scrawled in 

the margins during each presentation, this 

booklet will be a good resource. 

 

Travel and 

discovery beyond 

my reach - 

Beautiful pictures of 

China, stories of the 

harrowing aspects of 

travel and lovely pictures of plants were the 

substance of Darrell Probst's talk on 

Epimediums.  Geography and exploration 

are aspects of rock gardening that fuel the 

interest of rock gardeners, well served by 

this program. 

 

Travel and discovery within my reach - 

Jeff Good spoke about the Fells in Newbury, 

NH including the history of the house, 

gardens and family.  Many pictures showed 

the progress on the extensive rock garden. 

Plan to visit this summer!  The Fells will be 

part of the NARGS National Meeting next 

year. 

 

Take a break - When gardening, I need to 

remember to take a break, drink some water 

and sit for a moment.  The same was true for 

me at the Winter Study Weekend so I 

skipped enough sessions to relax and re-

energize.

 
 

People - I came home richer for the people I 

met.  One person, after hearing a talk, said, 

"I have been doing something right!" which 

is so true and such a good reinforcement for 

our endeavors.  Another person suggested a 

good book for me to buy with "you can 

grow the plants from this region". 

 

The future - The title of the weekend was 

"Rock Gardens of the Future".  The last 

program I attended was Mike Slater's talk on 

"Reliable Rock Garden Plants".  It was the 

perfect final touch with a sequence of many 

beautiful pictures of plants and optimism 

about growing these gems 

which "have been in the 

garden a long time but are 

not gone".  From the 

Winter Study Weekend, I 

have a longer wish-list of plants and 

inspiration to continue rock gardening. 

 
Anne Hill 
 

Photograph Key: 
 
P. 2 photo ï Cyclamen hederifolium ï J. Lonsdale 

P. 5 photo - E. x 'Baoxing Mist' ï Darrel Probst 

P. 7 photo - Anemonella macrophyllaôShoafs Doubleô 

ï Peter Joppe 

P. 8 photo - Cypripedium 'Gisela' (macranthos x 

parviflorum) ï Peter Joppe 
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