Berkshire Chapter

Next Meeting
Saturday, June 5at 10:30 AM

Garden Visit and Lecture:

Robin Magowan & Juliet YiMatilla

Location:24 Taconic Road, Salisbury, CT

Show & Tell

Digital PresentatioinRobin promises to give us a
detailed account of the building of his fabulous
garden while we view Ju
construction.

Plant Sale & Auction

Rock Gardening Masters like Zdenek Zvolonek and
Josef Halda have contributed to this unique and
beautiful stage, worked for peak performance from
rock garden plants. The limestone is native to this
region and is a display in its owight.

Some beverages will be provided, but you should
bring your own lunch, along with some crusty bread
andgoodcheddar!

“Newsletter

North American Rock Garden Society

May 2010

rrmanos

Chai
fter joining the (North) American Rock
A Garden Society in 1974, one of the first
members | was introduced to was Ev
Whittemore who, at that time, lived in
Westfield, MA. Ev was very generous. Among
the plants she bestowed upon me \&h®rtia
galacifolia, a.k.a. Oconee Bells. | had two
- iy ~'5 -

a A
Shortia galacifoliai photo by John Lonsdale

rooted plants of the same clone. One | planted
under high shade and the other in sun. Both
plants survive today. The sun plant, compared to
the shade plant, is tight growingith smaller,

| i Pale greep Hepyes yithy ieth vedones; and is

much more floriferous. The shade plant spreads
more vigorously and the mature leaves are a
glossy, deep green. The original shade plant is
maintained at about 20°fand | have established

a number of subcolonies in my woodland
garden from this plant. These are vegetatively
produced be removing runners with roots from
the periphery of the patch, planting them directly
in the desired site and keeping them watered
until established. Two patches, eavhintained

at about 5 ft grow on the edge of a shaded,
moist moss garden and it is here that numerous
self-sown seedlings appear in the moss. This is
the source of the seedlings | have brought to our

Message



chaptero6s pl ant sal es.
patcheswhere fallen tree leaves are allowed to
remain, no seedling has ever appeared. |
conclude thaShortia galacifoliahas no problem
with self-pollination, and that seed germination
and seedling growth require the
microenvironment of moist moss and no leaf
cover or competition from other plants. | have
never tried ermlnatlng the seeds in pots!

Typical Habitat ofShortia galacifolia
http://www.goldendelighthoney.com/tes/SHGA/shga_text.html
Four years ago in July, Elliott Jesseamd |
visited Dick and Anita Figlar in Pickens, SC.
Dick is a recognized authority on systematics
and taxonomy of Magnoliaceae, and his garden
is a collection oMagnoliaspecies ranging from
hardy to semitropical (and even a few palms).
During our stayDick took us to visit é&Shortia
colony in the Devil ds
Jocassee watershed, Oconee County, SC.
Oconee is the name of the Cherokee Indian tribe
once endemic to this area. A trail from the park
headquarters parking lot leads to aavily
shaded stream and here the Oconee Bells run as
a nearly continuous green ribbon along both
sides of the stream. The banks of this -flat
bottomed stream are steep and moss encrusted
where not covered by th8hortia The green
ribbon varied from 2 to 1Ofeet in width.
Seedlings were observed growing in the moss.

Shortia galacifolia (Diapensiaceae) was first
collected by the French botanist Andre Michaux
(17461802) in 1788 in the Appalachian
mountains of ﬁCaroIina
years collecting irthe US and had his base of
operation out of Charleston, SC. His pressed

spécmen ofBhertia (& frurt,i not mrilaver)avds t h e
preserved i n Mi chauxo6s
Michaux neither named nor described the plant

but did note on the herbarium sheet that he
coll ected it in fAthe high n
Asa Gray (18141888), the Harvard University

botanist, noticed this specimen when he visited

Mi chauxo6s herbarium in Ap
Grayds return to the US, h
the Carolina Appalachianfor live plants. He

and John Torrey published the taxonomic
description i n 1841 based
specimen. The genus was named for Charles
Wilkins Short (17941863), a botanist with
whom Gray had voluminous correspondence.
Short never saw a plant bfs namesake either
dead or alive. The specific epithgalacifolia
indicates the pl aGalads f
aphylla Linneaus, 1753. Gray later wrote in his
journal AYear after
plant! And I grew sorrowful having namexter
Dr . Short a plant nobody c
was rediscovered in May 1877 by 17 year old

George M. Hyams (1861932) along the

Catawba River near Marion, McDowell County,

NC. This station of only 5@00 plants covered

an area of only 10 ft by 30t.f Gray,
accompanied by Charles Sprague Sargent ,

William Canby and J. H. Redfield, visited the

site in 1879 at a time when the plants were not in

he

ol i

year

bl oom. Gr ay doubted it wa
0 c -| 0 Cu_s

Fg?knt%guatbéa yghi/eupehmseeapch Lk e

George Hyamsdé fat he-r, M.

1891), was an herbalist and, apparently, the
Hyams family collected this population to
extinction.

Charles Sprague Sargent (18¥427), Harvard

University botanist and first director of the
Arnold Arboretum, took up the hunt for
Mi ¢ h aSharté@asite in 1886. Sargent studied

Mi chauxbs journal and f ou
directions to the collection site near the
headwater of the Keowee River at the

confluence of the Horsepasture and Toxaway
rivers This site was inundated under Duke

Jocas
deep lake (3%3f%greatest e%tﬁ) ﬁoodedl‘fG(?% of

Shortia habitat and remaining populations are
fragmented. The lake level is 1,100 ft above sea



level. Michaux wrote in higournal 8 Dec. 1788: A retranslation and reinterpretation  of

il gathered a new |-ow WMoodgpuxypdanifowindal siarw 1983
toothed leaves creeping on the mountain a short Shortiaterritory twice in 1788, first in June and

di stance from the rivergad in Décenter. Itdsaargsied that tbecause h e
ficame back to the camp Mwithhum§s -nduietdirb Ragst is df tae

plant infruit that it was collected in June, not in
December. Michaux was in the natural range of
Shortiaon 13 Juneand out of the range on 12

and 14 June. Given a June collection date, the

first collection site is considered to be near the
confluence of the Whitewater and Keowee rivers

(also, under the waters of Lake Jocassee).
ARJocassee, 0 the naoke of a

mai den, means APl ace of t
legend has nothing to do with Oconee Bells,
however.

Of Interest: J. H. Redfield wrote an account of

the Gray partyds 1879 visi
view live Shortia JHG account includes a
descriptionof M. E . Hyamsdé wor k pl &
visit to the root and herb warehouse belonging to

Wallace Brothers and under the charge of Mr

Hyams, furnished evidence that this branch of

industry has reached an extent and importance of

which few are aware. The printed catalogfe

indigenous plants, dealt by this house,
enumer ates about 630 speci
find a large market, both in this country and in

FromMary Vaux Walcott'sNorth American

Wildflowers,published in 1925 by the Smithsonian Europe, and the orders come mainly from
Institution Print is available for purchase at: wholesale druggists and the manufacturers of
http://www.studiobotanika.com/ patent medicines. Think of a siegorder for

fiteentonsoHepatica tril obal! o

head of the Keoweeand gathered a large

guantity of the low woody plants with the saw Cliff Desch
toothed leaves that | had found the day | arrived.
| did not see it on any other mountain. The
Indians [Oconee Cherokee] of the place told me
that the leaves had a good taste when chewed
and the odor was agreeable when they were Text and photographs by Todd Boland,
crushed, whi ch [ found t o NewfaindlanchChaptecNABGS . 0O He
continues by giving specific directions from the

river to the plant colony. Sargent found ) !ery few people ever get the chance to

Alpines in Greenland

Mi chauxds site in Septe visit IG8e8ntanda 1 was fogundte tdGSlea y
a live plant. Think of thesuris Gray could have invited along as a natursi on an
avoided if he had realized the connection expedition cruise from Greenland to
bet ween t he -tpd atnhte dvi It eha Resdmomdland during August of 2004. | really
Shortiaa Al so, Michauxo6s c o tlidnéekndwi what to £xipecte otherstham ioetandi n
Aithe high mountains of sMOwrhoweven d dwasageasantyt surprisdd.i s
herbarium voucher.Shortia occurs at altitudes Greenland was indeed green...at least along the
betwea 700 and 2200 ft. coast!



Ice Fjordlllulisat

The areas | visited were all located on the
western side of Greenland. We flew into

Kangerlussuaq, cruised along one of the wasrld
longest fjords then proceeded north to lllulisat,
then south to Sisimiut and finally Nuuk, the
capital of Greerdnd. Everywhere we landed, |
was amazed at the diversity of plant life. | was
even more amazed at some of the flower gardens
| saw in Sisimiut and Nuuk!

Eriophoum scheuchzeri

The vegetation along Greenlaadoast is Arctic
tundra. While birch andnountairash do exist

as 46 m trees in southern Greenland, the tallest
woody plants of the western region were
willows which reached up to 2 m in height. On
the more exposed hillsides, these willows were
completely prostrate. | saw at least 5 different
species of willow. Dwarf birchBetula nang
was also among the more common deciduous
woody plants. The vast majority of woodies
were evergreen. The advantage of these

evergreen plants is that they can start growth as
soon as the temperatures rise abdneezing.
Ericaceous plants dominate; arctic cassiope
(Cassiope tetragona purple mountain heather
(Phyllodoce caeruléa crowberry Empetrum
nigrum), alpine bilberry Yaccinium
uliginosun), lingonberry Yaccinium vitis
idaeg), Labradostea Rhododendro palustrg,
lapland rosebay Rhododendron lapponicym
alpine bearberry Arctous alpind and bog
rosemary Andromeda polifolia were among
these. Wet depressions were a sea of

cottongrasses Efiophorunm) whose bunnytail
seedheads swayed in the gentledirekzes.

Epilobium latifolium

Rocky outcrops were home to a vast array of
arcticalpine plants that would make any rock
garden enthusiast drool (more than once | had to
wipe the corners of my mouth!). | was surprised
by how many of these herbaceous plants |
recognized from northern ess of my own
province of Newfoundland. As it happens,
northern Newfoundland has the southernmost
distribution of many arctiaffinity species.
Saxifrages were by far the most commah:
oppositifolia, S. aizoides, S. hirculus, S. nivalis,
S. paniculata, S. rivularis, S. cernua, S.
tricuspidata, S. caespitosndS. flagellaris As
garden plants, | have only been successful with
cultivating S. paniculataand S. caespitosathe
others seem to need cooler summer temperatures
than | can supply.

Some of theother showier natives included
riverbeauty Epilobium latifolium, arctic poppy
(Papaver radicatury) alpine catchfly Ilychnis



