Berkshire Chapter

Next Meeting

Saturday, September 5at 10:30 AM
Berkshire Botanical Garden Exhibit Hall,
located 2 miles west of Stockbridge MA at th
junction of Routes 102 & 183

Chapter Business Show & Tell, Ask The
Expert, and any other relevant or irrelevant
activities, as long as they are intersing.
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Prog ram
Judith Sellers

Primulas For The Northeast

(For some insight into Judy and her gardening
background, see her articten P.2)
And after Judyods es
lunch, we will be having our annual

BIG PLANT SALE

On P.6 you will find a partial list of the plants
that will be available on thé"sMany others

will show up, so the selection will be VERY
impressive. Please make a point of bringing at
least a few of your seedlings and plants, so this
day can be a financial success too!
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“Newsletter

North American Rock Garden Society

August 2009

Roscoea purpurea

Editords Message:

More than a decade ago, when | first started
rock gardening, | read an article by Panayot
Kelaidis that discussed the -akason
garden. He described rock garden plants
that would provide color and bloom from
March through November. | have tried hard
over the years to integrate this concept into
my garden, and to a large degree I've
succeedd.

During the strange summer of 2009,
however, I've begun to notice that, even
though my garden always has something
blooming, large areas of it are relatively
drab, copnsistin prlmarlly of dried seed
ﬁe'&c}s Afroluriin ’folla el d fhore tHahn Cak
few weeds. So now Im beginning to
reevaluate my strategy, and I'm considering
modifying my plant selections to maximize
the flush of color during the Aprilune
period, and then provide some substantial
bloom during the fall period, right through
the first hard fros August now seems to be
a hopeless month, hot and muggy,
alternating 90 degree days with torrential



rains and a constant 80% humidity all never gotten seed to germinate successfully,
factors that mitigate against the survival of but | do divide it each year, so now | have it
my choicest plants. Many of my favorite  in shade, full sun and part shade. It flowers
Eriogonumshave sufferechuge dieback for equally well everywhere, and is just plain
the second summer in a row, and one or two easy!

will probably not survive. I've lost a few

others, but the bigger issue is the just plain My variousOenetherasll are in bloom, as
miserableness of August. | was out of town they have been since late Juf@enethera
for five days in the middle of the month, and  macrocarpatends to sprawl, but the flowers
when | returnedt was to a garden hidden by  are huge yellow gems, and, after openihg a
weeds. The delightfully cool and incredibly  dusk, they stay open for most of the
pleasant days and weeks of early summer following day. If you have some room,
days are now a distant memory, and the preferably @ a slope or a berm, they are a
muggs are killing me and my plants! It'stoo  beautiful and permanent addition.
hot to plant anythingge W,n W '
weed. A ral conundrum. N

But for those whose tolerance for humidity
is greater than mine, and who actually plan
for flowers in August, here are several plants
currently blooming.

AONETA v g
"Oenethera macrocarpa
A few years ago | bought 6 Roscoeas from
Odyssey Bulbs, and planted them in a
sheltered area of my shady garden. They
continue to bloom beautifully each August
althaugh this year the heat and rain have
beaten them down a bit. They are a
surprisingly hardy addition, adding color
and structure when everything else around
them is either dormant or waiting for the
cooler fall to show off its color.

Judith Sellers: Primula Guru

My husband and | have a new house and a
'very young' garden near South New Berlin,

Serratula tinctoria NY, overlooking the Unadilla River in
Serratula tinctoria a lavender paint brush ~ USDA zone 4b. | have always enjoyed
flower in the aster faily, blooms reliably helping things grow, and became a NY

every August right upMasterogGardener go aftef lpreticed fromg v e



teaching.

Primroses entered my previous garden in
1974, from seeds for Burpee's 'Pacific
Giants'. They grew happily and were not
often eaten by deer, so soon became my
favorite plant, and eventually an obsession.
Having moved fromthat very shady and
damp garden to a sunny one where | can
grow zucchini and sunflowers, | am finding
better success with oth@&rimulas such as
auriculas and denticulatas than with
primroses, and enjoying new challenges.

Memberships in the American Bmose
Society, NARGS, the National Auricula and
Primula Society (Northern, Midlands and
West, UK) and several other plant societies
have provided me with opportunities to
travel to shows and meet with other Primula
enthusiasts, share plants and seeds|eard
from the experts. Serving as an officer and
board member for the APS and working on
the seed exchange and Quarterly publication
have been rewarding activities during those
cold months when | have clean fingernalils.

| am looking forward to meeting mebers

of the Berkshire Chapter, and hope to share
my enthusiasm for 'Primulas for the North
East' on September 5.

Members And Their Gardens

Bruce Lockhart

When my partner and | moved from
Brooklyn to Petersham, my gardening
horizon expanded from 19x60 feet to 88
acres. First came a vegetable garden, then an
orchard of heirloom apples and pears, then a
small formal gardena willow garden , and

a woodland garden. It wasn't until the
excavation for agenhouse tossed up a pile
of boulders and | had the good fortune to
meet Abby Rorer whose jewel of a rock
garden inspired me

to find a use fothe boulders, that | became
hooked on rock gardening. A feature of
Petersham in the summer is a small wooden
table on the sidewalk in front of a house on
Main Street. The table often has a selection
of alpine plants for sale with a jelly jar for
money. | soon learned that the house
belonged to Peter George, and that he too
had an established rock garden full of
treasures most of which were new to me.
Peter has generously shared many of his
plants and has been a great resource in
helping me to establish nown garden.

Anne Hill;

| have gardened throughout my adult life.
Thalassa Cruso and her television show,
Making Things Grw, were an early
inspiration.



This is my 6th house as an adult.have

started and left
many gardens,
learning each time.
This suburban

spot was a blank

slate which | have

slowly transformed

over seven years.

It is in New

Hartford, New

York, 100 feetx

150 feet, a tiny

paradise with a mixed shrub and tree border,

perennial gardens, raised vegetable beds,
espaliered trees,
water features and
a new rock garden.

Design and scale
are important to
me so this small
plot led me to learn

about smaller
plants shrubs and
trees. Plants,

gardening, reading
about gardening, just thinking about
gardening are the joys of my heatrt.

Two New Androsace

Harvey Wrightman

We were doing the usual summer
maintenance on our stockiéh my daughter

Est her comment ed,
Androsace You donot
Saxifrages t he variety

And so it is. The Chinese collections have
doubled or tripled the number of species.
Despite their delicate looks, dff have
proven surprisingly easy to grow. Their
beauty is second to none. Two for your
consideration:

Androsace tangulashanensi§ This tiny
species is found in the north of west China,
Qinghai and in Szechuan. Josef Halda also
collected on the other sidef the Mekong
river in Upper Burma. Stony screes
described as slate or limestone which are
rich enough to support short grasses and mat
forming plants, in high elevations over
4000m., seeds germinated readily and the
small plants grew well and never showed
any indication of fussiness. The tiny leaves
are a dark, green with a smooth sheen. The
individual rosettes are only 6mm. across,
and arranged in a tight, overlapping fashion.
Impulsively one feels the need to touch the
undulating mat, so unlike any other

Androsace tangulashanengisiarvey Wrightman

Androsacel have seen. The white flowers
with yellow eye must come very early in
nature, with the receding snow. In the
greenhouse it blooms late February/early
March, fully 3 weeks ahead of other
Androsace The flowers are large when
compared to the cushions they barely sit
above, and filled the greenhouse with a

A € Bredtftéking drhgrand! d realtbBn@is as
n e e d minp Andtdddcd dte not ¥oiagrébable in this
h e r 8spektSThrbugrs the s@nfmerd tAeOclshiéns

have grown well introughs and in the tufa
garden. It enjoys conditions of part shade to
full sun, and so far neither heat nor humidity
have affected it an advantage of the green
leaved species.



