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    North American Rock Garden Society 

Berkshire Chapter        June 2010 
 
 

Next Meeting   

Saturday, July 3 at 10:30 AM 

 

Trough Workshop & Garden Visit : 

 

 
10:30 am -  

John Spain: Trough Workshop   

 

and/or- Garden Visit: Rock Gardens of 

Rod & Elisabeth Zander 
 

Program: Troughs Around the Rock 

Garden 

 

Bring Your Own Lunch  - Lemonade, Iced 

Tea and Sparkling Water will be provided 

 

Location: The home of Rod & Elisabeth 

Zander in Goshen CT 

 

Information about the programs and 

directions to The Zanderôs home will be 

found on Page 10 of the newsletter. If you 

have any questions about the workshop, 

or you wish to attend but have NOT 

notified Elisabeth, please call her @ 860-

491-3329 

Editorôs Message: 
 
Itôs the time of the year when we are visiting 

friends and their gardens, and I thought it would 

be a fine time to remind ourselves about the 

important but often ignored subject of Garden 

Etiquette. Itôs been printed here before, and in 

other places, but appears to have originated with 

the Ontario Rock Garden and Hardy Plant 

Society. Here it is: 

 

1. Never arrive unannounced. 

2. Donôt assume pets or children will be 
welcome. Ask. 

3. Gifts are not necessary, but they are a 

very nice touch. Unless you want to 

bring coals to Newcastle, bring 

consumables. 

4. If it really is your hostôs garden that you 

are visiting, donôt refer everything to 

your own garden ï show some interest 

in what you are looking at. 

5. Ask your host to talk about the garden 

as you walk around; you canôt possibly 

notice all the treasures. Besides, you 

donôt want to be done in 5 minutes. 

6. It is permissible to praise what you see. 

7. If your host asks for advice, give it.  If 

your host doesnôt, he or she probably 

doesnôt want you to say that all the 

plants are mislabeled, or in the wrong 

environment, etc. 

8. Without asking permission, do not climb 

over rocks, or wade into the pond or 

island beds. 

9. Do not weed, prune or rearrange 

anything. Ask permission before 

destroying any munching pests; your 

host may respect all forms of life. 

10. Taking photographs is complimenting 

your host. Measuring her buns and 

announcing an unfavorable comparison 

with yours is not. 
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11. Many gardeners are competitive. They 

will strangle you if you keep telling 

them how your plants are better, tighter, 

more floriferous, etc. Or they will 

descend on you to catch you in your lies, 

and break all rules of etiquette in your 

garden. 

12. Your host is undoubtedly a generous 

person, only too anxious to give you 

something. If you particularly admire a 

plant, donôt be surprised if you are 

offered a cutting or an offset. Accept 

with thanks, but feel free to refuse an 

offer of his only specimen of Primula 

angustifolia. 

13.  Without first asking permission, do not 

take cuttings, offsets, seedlings ï and 

certainly not her only specimen of 

Androsace helvetica. 

14. If you want to read the label, bend down 

to it or have someone read it to you. 

Donôt pull it out of the ground ï you 

will smudge the writing and the label 

will break when you try to put it back 

and you will slice the plantôs roots and 

you will put it in the wrong spot ï no 

wonder your host will be annoyed and 

take back her gifts. 

15. Perhaps the nicest way of completing 

your visit is by dropping a thank you 

note in the mail afterwards.  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The NARGS Forum,  

An On-line Rock Gardening Community 

 
By Mark McDonough, June 2010 

 

If youôve taken a look at the revamped 

NARGS.ORG web site, then youôre familiar 

with the siteôs jazzy extreme makeover.  But, itôs 

more than a mere facelift, the site is power-

packed under the hood with new capabilities and 

features, such as the database-driven NARGS 

Rock Gardening Encyclopedia (think: rock 

gardening Wikipedia), member contributed 

NARGS Wiki and Image Galleries, and most 

importantly, the NARGS Forum, an on-line 

Rock Gardening Community.  The NARGS 

Forum is an interactive, user-friendly, internet 

destination for rock gardeners and plant lovers 

of all sorts.  Tired of dull text-only plant forums 

without photos, then the NARGS Forum is the 

media-rich place to go on the web! 

 

Even if you're not a member of NARGS, the 

NARGS Forum is an open internet resource that 

anyone can use.  Just go to:  

http://www.nargs.org/smf/ and have a look 

around. You can peruse various NARGS 

categorized subjects, read through specific 

topics and messages, view photos and launch 

links provided by members, use the SEARCH 

function to find posts on topics or plants that 

interest you.  The NARGS Forum launched as 

recently as January 2010, so the body of 

information is still young and growing, but with 

increased member participation this resource 

will continue to expand its collective body of 

knowledge.  Rather than just browse the 

NARGS Forum, if you would like to respond to 

messages and actively engage in dialog with 

other forumists, as a NARGS member in good 

standing, full NARGS Forum access is a 

member privilege, all one needs to do is request 

an account login; information and directions are 

provided from the NARGS homepage. 

 

 
Convulvulus compactus ï photo by Anne Spiegel 

http://nargs.org/smf/index.php?topic=24.360 

http://www.nargs.org/smf/
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So, you may wonder what the NARGS Forum 

experience is like.  I like to think of it as a rock-

gardening based internet café. Lets see, I think 

Iôll check out the latest entry on Eriogonum, and 

thereôs a message from Panayoti Kelaidis, his 

message includes his ñavatarò (personal 

signature image), which can be most anything, 

but in Panayotiôs case it is a picture of himself 

sitting at a table with his hand held aloft toasting 

with a glass of wine, a friendly gesture to be 

sure?  It feels as if Iôm actually talking to 

Panayoti in person when viewing his messages.  

And his message includes a photo of a 

wonderful Eriogonum in bloom.  No need to try 

to describe a plant to supplement oneôs message, 

upload up to 10 photos per message to say it all, 

after all, we all know how much a picture is 

worth. Photos appear in "thumbnail mode" 

(smaller than actual size) which assures quicker 

loading of the pages and allows seeing more of 

the entire message at a glance;  click on an 

image and it pops up a separate window 

displaying the photo at full size. 

 

When a NARGS member launches their web 

browser to the NARGS Forum, and they log in, 

the interface presents a list of unread messages 

since their last visit. There is a link for this 

default action called ñShow unread posts since 

last visitò.  How simple, easy, and cool is that?  

Thereôs also a link to ñShow new replies to your 

posts", a most useful option to see if anyone has 

responded to one of your own messages.  

NARGS Forum users have personal settings that 

control the forum experience; for example, mark 

message topics as ones youôre interested in to 

get email notifications whenever new messages 

arrive; think of it as ñsubscribingò to topics.  

This simple ñnotifyò feature is a powerful time-

saver, as you will receive email notifications in 

your regular email inbox for only those topics 

that truly interest you, as opposed to more 

rudimentary email-based forums where it is 

necessary to wade through all incoming 

messages.  Even with these notify options 

enabled, the NARGS Forum still provides handy 

ways to simply browse new messages and topics 

since your last visit. 

 

Starting at the NARGS Forum homepage (click 

on the Home button), listed are a broad range of 

standard topic categories, such as General 

Alpines, Plant Identification, Propagation, 

Bulbs, Woodlanders, and many more.  Under 

each main topic, there is either a list of ñmessage 

threadsò, or a further listing of sub-topics to be 

browsed.  Clicking on a topic or ñmessage 

threadò will expand the page to show the various 

messages and replies within, you can reply and 

add to the discussion if desired.  If information 

searched for cannot be found, there is the option 

to start a new topic; other forumists will see your 

new message, and you will be notified of any 

responses to it.  One of the more popular 

categories to create new topics in, is the ñPlant 

Identificationò topic.  Unsure about the true 

identity of a plant youôre growing; everyone has 

a few of these, then post a good photo and 

NARGS members will help you confirm the 

plant identity or make suggestions about what 

the plant might be; advice and opinions coming 

from some of the most knowledgeable plants 

people around. 

 

One of the more overlooked aspects of the 

NARGS Forum, it that the forum is actually a 

centralized database of information, making 

finding stuff easy.  As people continually add 

information, plant descriptions, links, and 

photos, the collective database of information is 

growing, and it can be SEARCHED at any time. 

In the following example, while in the NARGS 

Forum click on "Home" to be at the forum 

starting point. Then in the Search window type 

in: townsendia  then hit enter to initiate the 

search.  A search ñresults pageò comes up 

showing all places on the forum where the word 

match "townsendia" is found, the search word(s) 

highlighted, each is a clickable link to jump to 

that search result.  Following through on this 

example, I click a link found on ñImage of the 

Dayò where apparently Townsendia aprica was 

featured on the continuing ñImage of the Dayò 

thread; the message loads. Then click on the 

thumbnail image to see a large photo of this 

outstanding Townsendia species. 

 

How many times have you posted a comment or 

text message to a forum, message list, or blog, 

then realize there are misspellings or 

grammatical errors, and wish it was possible to 

go back to fix them.  Well, on the NARGS 
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Forum you can indeed edit your own messages 

and make corrections after the fact; such power 

and flexibility.  At any time, you can re-enter the 

message Edit or Modify mode on your own 

messages, and make spelling or grammar 

corrections, change information, add 

supplemental information and photos, or change 

the photos you've already uploaded, etc.  This 

capability helps ensure that the information 

uploaded to the forum and being read by others, 

is as useful and informative as it can be. 

 

There are other small but useful features built 

into the NARGS Forum interface.  Each 

forumist has a Profile page, which can be edited 

to include pertinent information about yourself, 

upload an ñavatar imageò, and to tweak 

customizable forum settings.  It is recommended 

that forumists include signature block 

information summarizing general geographical 

location and USDA temperature zone, a helpful 

guide when forumists, who are located most 

anywhere in the world, respond to each other 

with plant cultural advice.  There is also built-in 

NARGS Forum messaging or email, just another 

way to connect with NARGS Forum members; I 

use this all the time. 

 
Eriogonum caespitosum ï photo by John Weiser  

http://nargs.org/smf/index.php?topic=258.msg2820#

msg2820 

 

Some NARGS members Iôve spoken with 

expressed concern that it will be too difficult to 

learn to use a new-fangled high-tech forum.  Iôm 

convinced the opposite is true, that once familiar 

with how to navigate the site and use some of 

the fundamental forum features, it is easy to use 

and actually saves time by allowing your plant-

related online time to be more focused, less time 

wading through heaps of posts that are of little 

interest.  But if you do find youôre having 

technical difficulties using the forum, just ask 

for help, as a couple of us NARGS Forum 

Moderators are IT (Information Technology) 

specialists, and weôre anxious to help you out.  

There is also online Help to get you started, and 

a forum section called ñAnnouncements from 

Moderators and Administratorsò with directions 

on how to do certain forum stuff, like how to 

attach photos to your messages. 

 
Allium crenulatum óOlympic Sunset ï photo by Mark 

McDonough 

http://nargs.org/smf/index.php?topic=24.315 

 

The most appreciated benefits of NARGS 

Membership through the years has been the 

quarterly bulletin, expansive yearly seed 

exchange, and the extended community 

associated with NARGS events and NARGS 

Chapter activities.  While all this remains true, 

now NARGS membership comes with so much 

more, the centerpiece being the NARGS 

Forum, an on-line rock gardening community.  I 

like to think of it as "one-stop shopping" for any 

and all information on rock gardening in the 

broadest sense of the term; complete with 

photos, reliable information, questions and 

answers, cultivation tips, first hand experiences, 

resources, opinions, and musings, you name it!  

So why not get started today, request a login 

account and password, and meet me and other 

NARGS members on-line; hope to see you 

there.  

 
 


